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Improvements of a Century in St. Louis Realty-H-ow :the Town Has Grown From a Suburb
A

of Carondeiet, Old French Settlement to the Greatest City of the Louisiana Purchase.
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IN ST.

fori the site the Hotel.
Most the stores were the. river bluff,

about
,Part the Hotel block used the

The block valued
The value did exceed

real and
Ohc years later the values aeere- -

cate $405,000,000, or four times
than when

made the
part the United States.
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HUNDRED YEARS... LOUIS . . .
A was located on of Sothern

of on
clustered landings.

of Planter's was by
Chonteaus for a pasture.

Security Buildinff was at.400.00.
assessed of property not

$100,000, personal.
huadxed assessed

thousand
creator

Thomas Jefferson Louisiana Territory a
of
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..HL !fJ.'n 2enl poaUii stamp on ft
JtfW) bill ooo may ft a talr of thrtlaUyo nxm ot Ut Loula In ISCO anil BtLoulJa 1H.

To abow tha coDtraat In rcorraphlcal
a, $1 bUJ would aerve aa well aa

tha latrer B.0W nota aa reprmenUns thacity at tha preaest dr. In connection IU
tha llttlo atamp aa ahowtna; tha alza at thUma of Um Louisiana rurchaaa.

In 1803 tha population barely exoeedaA
2.000.

Now tha dty haa about 700,000.
Whan Napoleon aold the lerrltorr (

which St. Ixjuln was dmtlnett to become tha
CTratMt city, there were only nlnety-thra- o

rroperty-owner- a In. tha town.
To-d- ay there ax upward of GD.OOO fraa

holders.
Thn assoased .valua of St. Iul property

In 1U did not azcaed 1100.000, rrai and per-
sonal.

On hundred years later the oasesaed
Tallica astTcsata about J KB, 000,000. or aoma
4.000 Umea ureater than when Thomaj Jof-fera-

made thb a part of the United
Btatea.
WHEN ST. V0V13 WAS A
BUUUnU OB CAnONDEXHT.
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aeltlement, which aub- -;," w :' r let. the oia French
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Part, of this city, una ta now tha aonthern
terminus.
.Accordtnr to old reaps on da at the of-- ".

th,.Tltl Trust Company, St Laula,
in 1S03 covered aa area, of about two and
one-hal- f miloa.

The present boundary Unea embraeaalsry.lwD aquara milea. bordered with. close-ly built suburbs coyerlna; many raoro miles,which, are virtually a part of tha city.
A century aejo what la now Oust St. totusw V vrteB inaustrlea and a population

m,.J?,W- - .wV "ttos 9f Jolte rlrer
piurra and foresu primeval, with Indiantepees and the hula of a fw hardy so tUers scattered amonir thankTo cut a map of Bt. Louts In 1S10 out oftho present cUy map would take up

about aa much room ns athumb generally occupies upon anordinary fan, the city belue
Tho town boundaries a century aco de-

scribed n crescent from Chouteau avenue,
then ILxmI street, on tho south, to about
what Is now lllddla street on the north,with a Una between lfourth street and thepresent Uroodway as tha western edge.

The boundary line was marked by a aeries
of forts and stockades to prevent possible
attacks by tha Indiana.

Two of. the principal forts wer located
on the river, one at tha foot of Waehlngton
avtnuB, Into which tha, atockada Una ran&wa BidOla ftUMt, aa4 U athar at tia- -
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foot otriaxel atreet, jr Choutcatr mnta..
ronrr located on ;

boutuhkn ucmru arm ,
Tha connecting; forts-o- r outposts wrra

eateiX. tha laistst oo tha alta of the SooOW
era SoUl. anothtr jaat bttow on Poplar
treet. s thtrtt at what hi now Third aad

Olive acrtata and: tha fourth, a Third street
and WasaJutdoa avtnusv

All bosses' of that parted war lormr,
frame ar loc atructureai which. In. moat
eases, tenants thmsateas erected, aad
crude eaxa.vuB or tha- - towm at that period
ahow tnem'tai have been wfalefy teatterti.

Most ot tha atoras were on tha rtver bluff,
clustered about tha ptlnclpal laniUnjs, Gaa
wharves belnar narrow? cuts through tha
banks to the water's eda at OUva and Mar-
ket streets. ,

Other builfieas houses, nutnbesmc nat onrcr
bait a dosen, were on Main, lCarket and
Walnut streets,

There tha Btars and Stripes first ware
raised.
BTUKIOTS NAStKD AFTHH VAntOU

OP TnEEB.
Names of tho streets running west from

the- rlvor which had borne a purely French
cbanirrd prior ta 1J0S to

conform to various varieties of trees.
Many of them bear the aajne names to

UlU4a. Tha notable. chxneea have hnan
t a
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Wa.ihinictnn avenue won known aa l.auri
street. Lucas avenue as Prune. Morenn as
Oak. eYanklln avenue as Cherry street.
Valentine as Almond, Clark avenue aa Myr-th- e

atre'tt. Oratlot a Mulberry, and Chou-
teau Hazel atrcet.

Thorn waa no pavtnc;, and plank aldewatkswero In use opon a few of, tho principal
thorouehfarea.

The territory west of what U now Rroadway waa then no street at all, not even acountry road, and was given over princi-
pally to pasture lands sklrUnjr old Chouteaupond on the south.

This pond extended from about Walnutitreet over to Chouteau avenue and westto the bill, wbero tha Vteur Courts now
stand.
,?? ?f !h6 bIock on wWch th Tlanters
Hotel Is located was- - then used by the
Chouteau's principally as a pasture, aa waa
nlo tho present Courthouse block opposite,
mthor piece of property could have beenbought fur a few hundred dollars, as la
shown by deeds recorded several years
latrr.

In 1SIJ Augusta Chouteau and John B. CLucon agreed to offer to the county of BL
Louis, gratuitously, the block. No. 103. for
Courthouse) uses, and In 1121 Mr. Chouteau
and hla wife, Theresa Cerro, and Mr.
filgnod the deeds conveying- - the property to
John C, SuUivun, Justus post and Josephy.. aarnlt; a; uusteoji tor ithaounty.
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At thn tlmo oC the Loulsana rurchaaa
not the custom to record deoila.

It Is evident that. In tho old days tha.
owners of tha land obtained under grant
from tho Spanleh or SYench crown, had a
syutrra of their own- - for exchanging their
POBftcs.-dana-

,

MBAOETR BOMS nEKORDrnj
ItEALTTTRANHWUtS.

The. meager sums named In tha transfer
can only U approximated from the deeUs-Wa-d

a decade Uteri , -
The records xuuw- - that In 1J13 .Augusta '

Chouteau xotd to John II. Lucas the bloclt '

on which the tt.WO.000 Boeurlty building.
now stands at IOnurth and IacusI streets.

Tho .consideration was (ICO,
Six yours later tha site of thn new J1.000,.

000 Missouri Pacific building at Seventh and
Market atreets, which location was taken
Into tho city a short tlmo prior to 1319. was
sold by Augusta Chouteau to Juhn 11. (r
Lucas for 300.

Tha next unto of this property waa to the i

Masons In ISM. when tho price paid wasr
131.000. '

Tha first ale of the slto of tho present
Laclede building was reeorded In UCT7, theproperty having been In tho Lucas fumlly
iilnco an uncertain data prior to the
J.oulslun Purchaso In 1SU1 The prlco men-Hon-

was M0.
Tho vulue of that block, th (rri-in- d foe

alone, y U vurui uUllluu ilulUid.
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Tho Chonteaus were by far the largest
owners of proptrty la.St. lul In ism. and
n good part of. the 2.VA Inhabitants of tha
town wero their tenants.' .

Augustp Chouteau "owned Jieveril rollil
blocks, lwMi slilpa on aimiHit every other
block In the town, while" I'tornf Chouteau
owned the block biiundeilby "Vina ami lau-
rel, tlrst and Second streets, Uigctlier with
cmaller hoUlngh,

Tho only member of tho Smith family
among the lumlliolilent a century ago wuh
Jnius-Biiit)i- , Jr., and the only .or. e whose
namu lu'dlcatta tlint ho was Bcotcbiuan,
wnii Alexander .MacS'itlr. ,

CITIZENS WHO OWNED
ltEAl. E.STATB IN 1503. '

Thcro were u few Irhh luul
but tho tolluwing IUV or tho nliiety-tliro- u

men' who owned St. Ioul 'rent ejtntu In
lSitf will hIiow that the great muj.irlty were

unit BpanUh:

Antntne tlaugiiiiii,
Lefehvro UtfBrulJ- -

muu,
Nlnhol.m
lranclH Durey,
John II, Ijcuh.
William Christy.
STttlirtlH nifi-on- rt,

11. Mill I. Cilli'.
Ant..liio huulurJ.

t

ix

Philip OulMory.
.Mario More.
Jaiiif-- Hmttli,
sr. I. Willi,..
Ifll Leelnlr;
John il, Murln.
Francrils Diipuls,
llaptlstr .Marly,
Michael Uinie,
.ton II, -- o.r,rhl;
Jervinl-il- i ( o..nor.
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llogllshmen,

AngustuChoutiau,
lMerreCliouteiiu.

Joseph Ilrazmu.
Loiil.-- i fmonde.Aiitulneitov,
Hvivosifj- - Ijibadle,
llenlto asiiucz,
Jnneiih Iaicnilx.acment il. IVnrose,Margaret ijquUse.
Susan Dubrcull
Kugrnlo Alvuriz.Mary llennett.
Ilerimrii Prutle.
""'wBiiston.
Jtobert Slmpnon,
Loulu llmiriiy,
John 1U Tlson.lregolre Hflrpy.
Murte..IloH.)UlJole.
V nr.nt tlultnrd.William C. Cnrr.
Kruhcln M. Ilenol.t.Veuve Heliert,
William ciarh.John 11, llequit
llene Paul.
Aliilrow Uiuilre- -

vllle.

stead
Jacques Chauvlns,Joseph Itohldoux,
Pnnlel
Jean Ufltmuirlo.
1'raneoi.i Ilouchr.Joeeth Jovial.
Loulslllenlvcnda

duTcllHlf,
Antolne nandrnln.

iS

Je.ephnodo!n.
'Ilalph Davis
1 tolcrtj. Labbadlo.llurhanan.

IV. Kergtuon,
Thomas Itogers,Itaptlsta Irftwau.llanlamln Sled- -man, . .

Poure.Plerrv DUller,
Joseph Churle- -
Michael Marly.
Pierre Ouervt.Joseph Pupln.
Anliiine Ijiinbert
,du Irieur.

J.-Ii- j Nlfvarenna.Uiurent Ked.IiiU Itlie.
Alexis Lalendea.
I; runcls Toyon.
Alexunder MacNalr.l"r,Vv Charlo- -

Susan JennetteJoseph Alvarea
Hortlx

Jnlm 1, Cnlmmie.Joseph Clamorgan.
Vincent Ilonls.
Hauholemcw IJer--

tholil,
Pierre Papln,
IMcrra Itarrlbeao.
1' mncls Jordan
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